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1. Name three natural resources that fostered the 

    agricultural movement.

    ______________________________

    ______________________________

    ______________________________
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2. The ____________________ is often called the 
    “Cradle of Civilization” because it is the birthplace of 
    the world’s first known civilizations.  Many believe that 

    the  first agricultural societies formed in the Fertile 

    Crescent.  The invention of the first plows and 

    innovative methods like terrace farming allowed 

    people to farm effectively.  Meanwhile, irrigation 

    systems increased the amount of land available for 

    farming.
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3. The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers provide fertile areas.  
    As two of the oldest rivers in the world, they have long 
    provided water and a means of travel and trade.  They 
    are located in the Middle East.  The Tigris runs south 
    out of Turkey and past Baghdad, Iraq, before meeting 
    the Euphrates and emptying into the Persian Gulf.  
    The Euphrates River flows south through Syria and 
    Iraq.  Because of the fertile soil and fresh water these 

    rivers provide, the Tigris and Euphrates river valleys 
    became home to one of the world’s earliest 
    civilizations: ________________________.  The 

    civilization was named for its location and means land 
    between two rivers.
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4. China’s second longest river is the Huang He River.  

    It is often referred to as the “Cradle of Chinese 

    Civilization”, “Yellow River”, and “River of Sorrows”.  

    Explain each of these meanings of these names. 

Cradle of Chinese Civilization – __________________

_____________________________________________

Yellow River – ________________________________ _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

__________________________________________

River of Sorrows – ____________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________


